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ABSTRACT

The objective of this research is to study the operation of small casinos the community in
order to study the size of the money supply, income, life style and well-being of
professional gamblers in small casinos in the community. Qualitative research was used
to collect data from key informants and select purposive sampling randomly by using 2
groups of informants consisting of a group of 15 gamblers, and a group of 4 small casino
operators; they were selected as key informants according to the research objectives
recardless of the proportion of population by using an open-ended interview in
accordance with the guideline for the question set using the collected data for content
analysis. It was found that gambling establishments in the community could operate with
permission from local influential people. The location of the casino must be deep or
secretive. There are 3 types of gambling areas: vacant space, rental rooms and houses for
community residents to be made into a casino. The capital used to manage the casino
comes from informal borrowing, which is related to the casino business structure. In these
casinos there are only 1-2 types of gambling games. The estimated income of a casino is
between 600,000 to 1,100,000 baht per month for a professional gambler. As for casino
operators, the estimated circulating capital size is 600,000 - 1,000,000 baht. The average
profit of a casino is between 200,000 - 500,000 baht. They spend most of their time in the
casino as it requires good management. They live normal life that is not different from
other people in the community. As for the group of professional gamblers, their estimated
size of the capital for daily gambling is between 1,000 - 5,000 baht. The average profit is
between 600 - 1,500 baht. They live in the casino for about 6-10 hours a day. They do
not have certainty in life, but they survive and can support their families having informal
debt and daily interest to pay which is a burden to their lives, and they do not think of

working in any career other than earning money from casino.
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